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Investing in Our Future

Welcome to a new year with the St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce! | am proud to introduce
Year in Review Report, included with this newsletter, to let you know what we accomplished i
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goals and strategy in 2010.

It is no secret that the economy is affecting parish businesses and the Chamber is no differen
spent a little more than we earned last year, but thanks to a smart reserve, the Chamber is
prepared. For 2010, we have a goal of a balanced operating budget without sacrificing the se
and benefits we provide to our members. This is encouraging us to find new opportunities to
enhance and support the business community, but it still requires expenses.

Growing up, my father operated (and still operates) a metal fabrication shop and one of his ke

business models was that you have to spend money to make money. | recall him saying it whe

making a decision to advertise in the Fire Department calendar or convincing my mother that

needed to invest in a new piece of equipment. Not only did the philosophy stick with me, bot

personally and professionally, but | recognize it in action. Recently, former Treasury Secretar
Henry Paulson discussed money flow in a Sunday morning interview, noting that the moveme
money in terms of payroll and investment is vital to economic recovery. Similarly, AT&T will L
investing in their network, while Heinz and Sara Lee are increasing marketing budgets.

The Chamber is also looking to increase their marketing, as well as invest more time in legislati

policy and business development objectives for the year. We are actively promoting the St.
Bernard brand through the Celebrate St. Bernard program and a Jackson Barracks relocation
initiative. New programs and relevant events are on the horizon. By budgeting for these
investments, not only do we create opportunities for growth, but it is a strong step towards
economic vitality in future years.

Working to serve your business,
Amanda J. Hardesty
Executive Director
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opportunity to make a difference.

- Michael Dell, Founder and CEO
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Upcoming Events

February 17th, 11:30am

Subway RibboiCutting
3523 Paris Road

February 24th, 12 pm

Membership Luncheon
Guest Speaker Leslie Jacobs
Buccaneer Villa Swim Club

March 17th, 12 pm
Membership Luncheon
State of the Parish Event
School Board Offices

March 18th, 5:30pm
Celebrate St. Bernard Event
Nunez Community College

April 21st, 12pm
Membership Luncheon
CRT Secretary Jim Hutchinson
Val Reiss Park
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Leadership Ledgeith Chairman Stephen Reuther, Beauregard Homes

Stephen Reuther has served on the St. Bernard Chamber Board of Directors since May 2007, selying on
various committees and as the 2009 Executive Vice Chair .

As Chairman, Stephen has a strong initiative for marketing St. Bernard and its business commun|y, not
only to local interests, but to regional organizations and new potential industries as well.
programs, announcements, and Chamber positions through out 2010
economic development and legislative issues important to St. Bernard businesses.
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Stand and Be Counted: The United States Census
By Stephen Reuther

With so many facets of our recovery to address, it is easy to overlook a cornerstone to
the success of our efforts. Mandated by the U.S. Constitution and taken once every
ten years, the United States Census aims to count all residents of the United States,
citizens and noititizens alike, and provides key statistical data concerning population
growth and trends in density, homeownership, age, race, sex and ethnic origin. [[The
statistical information gathered in the Census accounts not only for the number of
representatives a state has in U.S. House of Representatives and redistricting according
to population shift, but also for how federal funds in excess of $400 billion dollarsfare
spent annually on infrastructure and services that include hospitals, schools, senior
services, public works projects and emergency services. Additionally, the Census
provides parties from both the public and private sectors accurate data used in the
application of grants and disaster relief, as well as info pertaining to research markets,
labor pools, economic development forecasting, etc. As a statistical indicator offour
recovery and an integral component to our future growth and funding, it is essential
that every resident of St. Bernard Parish Stand and Be Counted by participating in the
2010 Census and ensuring an accurate representation of our population.

In March 2010, census forms will be mailed to every residence in the United States and
Puerto Rico. After filling out the 10 question form with information accurate as of April
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your part to represent your community. For those who forget, census takers will be
following up with residences that are unaccounted for. After all, a true depiction of
our population will show not only where we are, but also where we are going.

As a final note, please join us March 18, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. at the Nunez Community
College Gazebo as Celebrate St. Bernard celebrates our successes over the past year,
looks forward to the upcoming year, and promotes the Stand and Be Counted efforts

of the 2010 Census. The event includes celebrate products, giveaways, and ajgood
time with friends and neighbors. Join us to Celebrate St. Bernard past, present, and
our amazing future.
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Growth and Development

Since October 13th of 2009, the Chamber has welcomed 12 new members:
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8770 West Judge Perez Dr, LLC
Harold J. Anderson, Inc

/ I Ay S Bhine Brgdiicdidns, LLC
Voices Foundation
American Income Tax

Stitches Ink
Hair Den

Art & Frame
Chalmette OTB & Casino
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Car Craft, Inc
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he following article is a commentary by the President of the US Chamber of
Commerce concerning their plans and focus for jobs in 2010.

Commentary: Free Enterprise And Economic Renewal

By Tom Donohue, President and CEO, U.S. Chamber of Commerce
January 5, 2010

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce has a singular focus in 2018 advancing policies that will create jobs
and get the economy moving again. In fact, we'll need to create 20 million jobs in the next decade to
restore those lost during the recession and keep up with a growing population. This is the most
urgent task facing the American people, who have been hit hard by this devastating recession.

Government can help in times of trouble, but in the long run, only free enterprise can create the jobs
we need. American free enterprise-based on individual initiative, hard work, freedom of choice, and
the free exchange of trade, capital, and ideas-has been the greatest jobcreating machine in history.

It can meet today's job challenge, but only if we have the policies allowing it to work its wonders.

That's why the Chamber is kicking our American Free Enterprise. Dream Big. campaign into high
gear this year. We are reminding all Americans that job-creating free enterprise requires trade
policies to allow us to double our exports in five years; fiscal responsibility to prevent the growing
government from stifling the free economy; infrastructure policies to free up private capital to repair
roads, bridges, and power lines; tax reform to encourage investment and growth; and education
changes to better prepare workers for 21st century jobs.

We launched this campaign with national advertising and more than 80 events from coast to coast.
The response has been tremendous. Through our free enterprise Web site, Facebook page (15,000
fans and counting), and Twitter and YouTube presence, it's clear that the free enterprise message
strikes a powerful chord in troubled times. More than 300,000 Americans have signed up to support
free enterprise, and we expect the numbers to grow as we carry the campaign to communities
throughout the nation.

America is at a crossroads-faced with a choice between everexpanding government or policies
based on free enterprise values. We intend to see that our country makes the right choice, and that
we always remember that free enterprise is the best source of the jobs, innovation, and opportunities
that we urgently need.

2010 must become the year of free enterprise-the year when Americans get back to their roots, back
to work, and back on the right track. We experienced some dark days in 2009, and, at times, it
seemed like the government was running the economy. But the economy belongs to usthe
American people. We can steer its direction and usher in its renewal. We invite you to join our
campaign by going towww.FreeEnterprise.com.

Originally published January2010. Reprinted by permission, uschamber.com, February 2010.
Copyrigh© 2010, U.S. Chamber of Commerce.
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US Chamber Outrage
of The Month:

Union Takes on Boy
Scout

Service Employees
International Union (SEIU)
local president  Nick

Balzano says he
considered fiing a
grievance against
Allentown, Pennsylvania,

for allowing 1#yearold
Eagle Scout candidate
Kevin Anderson to clear a
1,000foot walking and
biking path at a local park
after the city laid off 39
SEIU members in July due
to the economy.

Balzano said that only
union members can clear
a patht not volunteers.

Source: The Morning Call,
November 15, 2009
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Member Mentions

Special thanks to:

The Benson family and the New Orleans Saints.
While not official members of the Chamber, the Saints provided a great, and gratis, speaker for our 2009 Annual
Celebration Event, making it a special occasion for our members. Plus, the Super Bowl win was a nice touch!

Recent Ribbon Cutting Ceremonies

Motion Dynamics /

American Income Tax
Brushes & Bottles

7303 W. Judge Perez Hwy

7701 W. St Bernard Hwy Arabi, Louisiana 70032

Chalmette, Louisiana 70043

Linda Bombardier celebrated 25 years for Motion Dynamics, ®@wner Deborah Chaisson and her family recently relocated

physical therapy business, and recognized the success of their tax services business to St. Bernard Parish!
Brushes & Bottles, which offers groinstruction art classes.

Da Parish Coffeehouse
WP DdzYo 2 Qa

7555 W. Judge Perez Hwy
Chalmette, Louisiana 70032

Chalmette OTR Casino

8700 W. Judge Perez Hwy
Chalmette, Louisiana 70043

As one of the newest residents of the 8700 block, FairgrounBa Parish Coffeehouse moved and now shares a location with
has opened the Chalmette OTB & Casino, featuring simulcéisKk S & SO02y R W& Ddzyo62Qa f 20F GA2Yy «
racing and video poker. Stop in for food and fun! on Judge Perez in Arabi.

Feature Member: Murphy Oil USA, Inc at the Meraux Refinery

The Murphy Oil USA, Inc. Meraux Refinery processes crude oil intgjinédjty products such as liquefied petroleum gas, thr{ e
grades of gasoline, kerosene, diesel fuel and No. 6 fuel oil. Currently, the refinery processes close to 125,000 bdayels per
During five decades of operation, the Meraux refinery has provided high quality products for our customers| using
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their facility meets local, state, and federal regulations that protect health and safety, as well as the environment.

According to Carl Zornes, HR manager for Murphy Oil and member of the Chamber Board of Directors, the refinery | ecently
wrapped up a successful turnaround which employed about 1,000 contractors, and invested about 60 million dolars to
refurbish the Meraux facility. In addition, construction of a 70 million dollar Benzene Reduction unit is underway whi: h wil
produce lower emission fuels.

The Meraux Refinery employs over 300 employees, with about 250 contractors on site throughout the year. Murphy Ol USA
actively supports St. Bernard Parish and strive to be a good neighbor in the community.

The St. Bernard Chamber of Commerce appreciates the membership and involvement of Murphy Oil USA in the community
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